Jack Heath’s Record Final Round 62 Wins
44th Boys Junior PGA Championship with Dramatic 40-foot Birdie Putt
Heath shatters Akshay Bhatia’s total Championship mark by seven strokes,
Breaks Chris Couch’s Final Round Record Held Since 1990,
Canon Claycomb and Andy Mao finish second and third
Editors:
•
•

For video, photos, logo and media guide, click here.
For results, click here.

HARTFORD, Conn. (Aug. 2, 2019) – In a down-to-the-wire, record-breaking thriller, Jack Heath, 17,
of Charlotte, sank a stunning 40-foot birdie putt from the fringe on the 72nd hole at the 44th Boys
Junior PGA Championship at Keney Park Golf Course.
His round of 8-under par 62, which featured two eagles and six birdies versus two bogeys, gave him
the clubhouse lead at 21-under par for the Championship.
“I knew if it went in, I would most likely win, and it went in,” said Heath. “It’s why I play golf.”
The putt also broke Chris Couch’s record for the lowest final round in Championship history, set in
1990, by one stroke. In addition, Heath’s 259 total score (65-64-68-62 259) broke Akshay Bhatia’s
record of 266 (in 2017) by seven strokes.
On the 18th green at Keney Park Friday, Heath had a relatively short wait before the only two
players on the course capable of catching him and forcing a playoff would arrive.
Georgia Tech commit Andy Mao, 17, of Johns Creek, Georgia, stepped up to the final stage first.
His 30-foot birdie try slid by within a foot of the cup.

That left First Round Co-Leader and Second Round leader Canon Claycomb, 17, of Bowling Green,
Kentucky, who stood 20-feet under the hole. Claycomb’s putt wound towards the cup and lipped
out. He tapped in for par and second place at 20-under par (62-64-68-66 260).
Mao (64-67-64-66 261) would miss his par putt and make bogey to finish third at 19-under par.
Heath, a rising Senior, whose Charlotte Catholic High School golf team is a two-time defending
state champion in North Carolina, recently committed to San Diego State. He started playing golf
at age two, because his mom, Kelley, didn’t want him staying in the house all day. So, Heath and
his father, Ron, headed to the driving range.
“I loved it,” said Heath.
Fast-forward 15 years to Friday afternoon, when Heath received the Jack Nicklaus Trophy from PGA
President Suzy Whaley as 2019 Boys Junior PGA Champion.
At the outset, Claycomb looked like he might be the one at the podium. He birdied four out of his
first five holes (Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5). He would add birdies at Nos. 10, 12, 14 and 16, for eight on
the day. However four bogeys on Nos. 8, 9, 11, 13 would open the door for Heath to stand in the
winner’s circle. The bogey at No. 13 proved pivotal, as Claycomb flew his tee shot over the par-3,
188-yard green into flattened long grass on an embankment behind it, and scrambled to lose a
shot.
“I looked up at the leaderboard on No. 14 and suddenly saw I was only two back,” said Heath. “I
knew if I got something going, I had a chance.”
His game would click on all cylinders, to the tune of 6-under par for the final seven holes of the
Championship.
From 190-yards out on No. 14, he hit to within 20-feet of the hole on his second shot on the 512yard par 5. Heath’s eagle putt rang true. A birdie on No. 15, would lead to a crucial birdie on the
par-4 369-yard Hole No. 17, before his heroics on the final hole.
Earlier, on the par-5, 508-yard 2nd hole, Heath would begin his climb from a tie for fifth place after
the third round to Champion, as he holed out from 45-yards for eagle, using a 58-degree lob
wedge. A nearly costly bogey on No. 10 would prove not to be fatal, despite his initial concern.
“After No. 10, I knew I would have to do something crazy to win,” said Heath.
Heath joins a list of Champions that includes David Toms, Trevor Immelman, D.A. Points, Pat
Perez, Sean O’Hair, Sam Burns, Brad Dalke, Couch and Bhatia. Meanwhile, Claycomb joins a runner-

up list that features Tiger Woods, Justin Leonard, Jordan Spieth, Tony Finau and Boyd
Summerhays.
Pretty good company.
“This means the world to me,” said Heath. “I worked hard over the past year-and-a-half, and it’s
paid off. It’s a great feeling.”
“I shot 20-under for four days,” added Claycomb, an Alabama commit and member of the 2018
United States Junior Ryder Cup Team. “I’m real happy with how I played.”
It wasn’t the first time that Heath and Claycomb finished one-two in a Championship. A similar
result occurred in the 2016 U.S. Kids Golf Teen World Championship at Pinehurst, when Heath took
home his division’s title at age 14 by one stroke over Claycomb.
Brett Roberts, 17, of Coral Springs, Florida, closed with a 64 to finish at 18-under par and fourth
place, three strokes behind Heath (67-66-65-64 262).
Third-round leader Jake Beber-Frankel, of Miami—who generated headlines across the country,
after his all-time Championship round of 60 during Wednesday’s second round—struggled with his
putter throughout the day to finish at one-over-par 71, and 17-under par for the Championship (6760-65-71 263), in fifth place, four strokes back.
The third hole-in-one of the Championship occurred on Friday on the 203-yard, par 3 Hole No. 18
by Aidan Kramer, 17, of Oviedo, Florida. The Georgia Tech commit used a 5-iron. During the third
round, LSU commit Drew Doyle, 17, of Louisville, Kentucky, recorded a hole-in-one on the par-3,
151-yard Hole No. 6 with a 9-iron. During the second round, Roberts also made a hole-in-one on the
par-3, 188-yard 13th Hole, with a 6-iron.
One of golf’s major championships for juniors, the Boys Junior PGA Championship is where the best
in the world get their start including: Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson, Jordan Spieth, Justin Thomas,
Jim Furyk, Stewart Cink, Trevor Immelman, Justin Leonard, David Toms and Scott Verplank. The
2019 field features 144 of the top junior players age 18 and under from around the country.
The 2020 Boys and Girls Junior PGA Championships will be played at PGA Golf Club in Port St.
Lucie, Florida. PGA Golf Club is owned and operated by the PGA of America.
News & Notes
Golf Recruiting Season
With a field of 144 of the top junior players, more than 50 colleges have had their coaches at

Keney Park seeking the next great recruit. Among the schools on hand were Alabama, Auburn,
Georgia, Georgia Tech, LSU, Oklahoma, North Carolina and UCLA.
Jeremy Yun is Singing Quite a Tune
Jeremy Yun, 17, flew out from California to his summer home of Connecticut, in order to qualify
for the Boys Junior PGA Championship. Yet, golf is far from his only gig. He’s also a guitarist in the
popular rock band WJM, which appeared on Steve Harvey’s “Little Big Shots” TV show and plays to
large crowds. Plus, he’s a social entrepreneur and activist, as well as a co-writer of a book with
two other members of his family entitled, Interdependent Capitalism: Redesigning the Social
Contract through Inclusive Stakeholding. Here’s why: Last year, he also announced the launch of a
$1 million social impact fund, also called Inclusive Stakeholding, to support social innovation,
including projects being made possible by blockchain technologies. Through the fund, Jeremy,
along with his co-founder Conrad Yun, “hope to revive kin village values in the context of the
global village.” Of course, he’s even done a TedX talk and spoke at the inaugural Purpose Awards,
which included Academy Award winning actress Geena Davis among its honorees. The Purpose
Awards used WJM’s song “We Are One” as their musical bed in their recap video of the event.
Brotherly Love
There are three sets of brothers in the field: Canon and Cooper Claycomb, of Bowling Green,
Kentucky; George and Josh Duangmanee, of Fairfax, Virginia; and twins David and Maxwell Ford, of
Peachtree Corners, Georgia.
Tommy’s Tale Will Warm Your Heart
Tommy Morrison, 14, of Dallas, is ranked No. 1 for the Class of 2023. He won the individual
medalist title and led his school to the 2018 NCISAA Division 2A Championship at age 13. Now a
towering presence at 6 feet 8 ¾ inches tall, Morrison was born with pulmonary valve stenosis and
underwent heart surgery two weeks later. Morrison has raised $12,000 for New York’s Mount Sinai
Hospital, where he had the surgery; and teamed with his 16-year-old brother, Jack, to raise
another $15,000 for the Nicklaus Children’s Healthcare Foundation. Morrison recently met with
Jack and Barbara Nicklaus to present an oversized check. “To see what all the guys on Tour like
Rickie Fowler and Justin Thomas do, watching them give back on a day-to-day basis, I wanted to
follow in their path,” explained Morrison.
Morrison also received a lesson from Ben Crenshaw a few weeks ago. “He told me, ‘Don’t change
anything,’” Morrison explained. “To hear him say something like that, I felt like it validated
everything I’m doing. It was awesome."
Morrison stands at even par after the first round, eight shots off the lead.

Nine Players from the Nutmeg State
Having a homecoming week are nine Connecticut natives competing in the Championship. Below
are their second-round scores:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ben James, 16, Milford, Conn. – 67-69-64-66-266 T-9
Christopher Fosdick, 18, Middlefield, Conn. – 71-66-68-69 -274 – T28
Will Lodge, 15, Darien, Conn. – 70-66-69-69- 274 T-28
William Celeberti, 18, Ridgewood, N.J. (Born in Greenwich) – 69-71-73-64 277 T39
Alex Aurora, 18, Hamden, Conn. – 70-67-69-75 281 T59
Jonathan Elkins, 18, S. Deerfield, Mass. (Born in Hartford) – 78-71-149–Missed cut
Alexander Gu, 17, Darien, Conn. – 70-72 142 – Missed cut
Tyler Woodward, 18, Durham, Conn. – 75-78-153 – Missed cut
Jeremy Yun, 16, Old Saybrook, Conn., and Menlo Park, Calif. – 75-74-149 – Missed cut

For more information, please visit JuniorPGAChampionship.com.
About the PGA of America
The PGA of America is one of the world’s largest sports organizations, composed of PGA
Professionals who daily work to grow interest and participation in the game of golf. For more
information about the PGA of America, visit PGA.org, follow @PGA on Twitter and find us on
Facebook.
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